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Jennings County Commissioners and County Council Joint Meeting
Government Annex Building, Commissioners Meeting Room
October 8, 2020 6:30 pm

All Commissioners were present.
Council members present were Howard Malcomb, Paul Belding, Bob Ellis and Mike Gerth. Dave Woodall
via Zoom.

Matt led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Don Biehle from Campbell Township Volunteer Fire Department was requesting a transfer of ownership
on the 8 acres that the Fire Dept sits on. This was donated by Purdue University to the firehouse. They
did this by a Quit Claim Deed and put it in the Commissioners name originally. The firehouse is paid for
and they would like the land to be in their name. Matt asked why Purdue didn’t put it in the firehouse’s
name initially. Don said at the time they thought it would be easier to transfer it to Jennings County
instead of a VFD. There are no stipulations on the Quit Claim Deed. Construction was completed in
2018 and was paid for at that time. Ellie said she doesn’t see any issue with it. Bob made the motion to
deed it over to Campbell Township VFD. Dave seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Don will get
with Ellie to transfer this.

Nicci Lucas, HR, gave an update on the 2021 Health Insurance. She currently does not have any definite
figures yet. She went over some options of different plans. It seems that Anthem may not have a
contract with Schneck after March 31, 2021. This is a concern as many employees use Schneck. Matt
said we need to wait until we see numbers. Hopefully the numbers will be in by the October 22
meeting.

Nicci said she will be out of town next week. She will have her cell phone and laptop with her if she is
needed.

Dale Pettit, former Commissioner, passed away last night. Matt said he would like to send flowers on
behalf of Jennings County and anyone who would like to donate, let Nicci know.

Also the Health Department asked if their 2™ reading on the Sanitation Ordinance would be read
tonight. Matt said that will be addressed later in the meeting.

Tessia Salsman, Auditor, said the AmVets have asked if the County would donate a used computer
monitor if there are any extras. Bob made the motion to donate one if there is one available. Dave
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Sheriff Freeman asked for the minutes of the August 13 meeting to be amended as it read “Sheriff
Freeman said the Sheriff’s Department would match $1,000.00 that went to the Veterans” but he
personally donated it and wants it to show this. Bob made the motion to change the wording. Dave
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Barb King asked about the attorney fees for the Thompson/Salsman lawsuit. Ellie said the
Commissioners decided to pay both attorney fees. She said that Amy and her attorney, Mark Dove,












